L Why 3000 peopic;," PASS TP

AND FORM JHE ARMY OF COMMUTERS
THAT MARCHES ON THE CITY EVERY
DAY FROM 6 TO 'O A.M.
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ROM the din of the traffic

of the city's streets to the
peace and quiet of the
country, from mere ex-
istence between brick walls
to the freedom and sunshine of the
suburbs-—each year Washington's
colony of suburbanites increases
until now it has become a veritable
army of commuters
From 6 to 10 in the morning in-
ecoming trains are laden with this
vast throng, who have business in-
terests in Washington but prefer to
live in the open of the country. Out-
side of the District there are 6,000
people who come to Washington
daily to attend to business. Added
to this are 2,000 suburbanites who
live outside the city limits, but with-
in the bounds of the District, mak-
ing a total of 8,000,
Then, too, Baltimore is In a sense
a suburb of Washington, and the
Monumental City adds daily 300 to
the business population of the Na-
tion’s Capital. Those, however, who
live in Baltimore are not Washing-
tonians who ha~e gone thera to
seek a residence. In every conception
of the word they are Baltimoreans,
who have obtained positions here, in
the Government and otherwise, who
are loth to give up their home tles.
True it is that in Baltimore rent is
cheaper, provisions, clothing, etc.,
can be obtained for less. The dif-

ference is about 15 per cent less than

in Washington, and people who live
in this manner say that this about
balances the $1:£.46 monthly commu-
tation where a man has a family to
provide for.
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Alexandria the ( argest ““Suburb.”’
But, assert the Baltimoreans, econ-

omy is not the prime factor for liv-
ing in Maryland. There 1s a loyalty
that all true Baltimoreans have for
their native city that is akin to the
loyalty Virginians hold for the Oid
Dominion, and more than ordinary
inducements are necessary for them
to give up the city of their birth
Alexandria is the largest “gen-
uine” suburb of Washington, but
Alexandria does not take kindly to
being called a suburb. The people

there tell y«

1 that Alexandria was

a city when Washington was in its

infancy, that it has been ever since,
and is today a ecity in itself, separate
and distinet from the National Capi-
tal. Yet Alexandria's contribution

to Washington's wor

tween six and seven

ired. Many

of the emploves of the general offices

ing there is somewhat

and the railrecad company

the ransportation gratis,
Ing is nsiderable Also many Gov-
ernmed cle make the home
acro t Potom and their
mont} ibu the i
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or $48.60 a

th wa frorx Alexandria 0
Washington t iere are smal towns
or settlements on the Washington
Alexandria, and Mt. Vernon 1 1il
way. The head of the families in
these communi a nea 111

Government clerks, or en ployed Ly

local business firms

All the Way From Laurel.
Maryland’s “metropolitan suburb”
is Hyattsville, but for many this
is not far enough from the hustie

and bustle of the city, and all the

way to Laurel are settler of
commuters. Each mor the cars

of the City and Suburban line are
80 packed that those who live so
close to the District as Mt. Rainier,
for instance, have learned with re

gret the value of seats on incom-
ing cars

¢

Comparatively the cost of living

outside of Washington is in no

gense less than witl
bounds. unless one chooses to go

. Hyattsville, or

as far as Alexandr
other places equally as far out
The cost of staple provisions in
those towns is .about the same,
but rent is materially lower.
However, the seuburbanite of

W achington is not a bargain seek-
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er, and in nearly every case those
who go outsiiGe the city to live
are men with families, who want
their children to grow up healthy,
to have a place to play, plenty of
fresh air, and to keep them off tha
city streets. In several of the
suburbs rent is proportionally as
high as In the city, provisions must
be purchased here, and the added
car fare brings the actual cost
equal, and, in some cases, higher,
than living in the city proper
would be.

Compared with other large citles,
Washington 1s not a city of sub-
urbs. Despi*s the fact that the
continual cry s that the cost of

living
cities, the coniitions do not de-
mand that the workingman must
g0 out samewhere to live within
his income. In the Northeast and
Southeast sections, znd some parts
of the Northwest, he can live just
as cheaply and just as comfortably
as he can somewhere across the
District line
A m
Suburbanites Are Increasing.

One real estate dealer, who has

made a speclalty of suburban prop-
erty, says, in discussing the sub-
ject:

“The Increass in the demand for
‘he character of property which 1

handle has increased during the last

two years way beyond my expecta- *

tions. 1 have made a specialty of
selling lots and building houses on
the easy payment plan, and the

number of pec ple who are continu-

ally going outside of the c¢ity 1o
make their homes has surprised even
the initiated. 1 build houses for as
low as $100 cash, and $20 a month.

This in many eca

is cheaper than

paying rent, ugn many brokers
sell under the same conditions in
the city

“It seems to me the reason that
80 many people go to the suburbs is
not so much for what they save in
living as to have a home with a
vard around it. My clients are most-
ly men with fam™i',es, who want a
place for their children to play. Thay
seem to like to have a small garden,

but as most-of th¢m are very much

amateur farmers they gspend more
money raising vegetables, ete., than
they would if they bought them
from the market.

“They get an unlimited amount of
pleasure, however, tilling a few
gquare yards of soil, and, of course,
the returns they get in health and
enjoyment are not to be compared
with the money it costs. Then the
idea of buying a home for the same
amount as they would pay out in
rent appeals strongly, and they don't
mind in the least getting up at day-
light and having a late dinmer in
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and I will build a cozy frame house
from $3,000 up to whatever they

want to invest

Although the railway companles
and sireet car lines do not advertise
suburban service extensively, special
provisions for the commuters are
made by all the companies. On both

consequence. Lots in several of my
subdivision sell for as cheap as $250,
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COST OF LIVING IN THE COUNTRY

who go outside the city to live arz men

children to grow up healthy, to have

the attraction, not me i
have a small garden patc
the latier are such very amateurish farmers that -they
spend more money raising vegetables thar
in market. They get, however, an unlimited amount of pleasure till-

considering. Moreover, the idea of buying a hon

=

out in rent appeals to then

during the day cars run every three

Chase, Cleve-
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Still they are outside
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To live in these places, however, is
no saving to the pocketbook, for the
cost of lving is equally as high as
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' THOSE WHO HAVE ANSWERED

THE CALL OF THE SUBURBS
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| Eigh! thousand commuters on the steam and eleciric roads

leading ‘atc Washington means:

in Washington. In these places
there are building restricti

must be adliered to, and

cost from $1,00 up to $3.000
These, of course, are not truly the
suburbs. They are not the homes of

the workers as are the little towns

rginis In these

‘boom” of sub-

the real growth

of the colori: s is asserting itself, th

real army of workers is living—th
people whe are and will continue to
be one of *Le greatest factors in the
District's 7 ustrial growth and de-
velopment
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